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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
  

All sessions will take place in the Colket Center (see map on back) 
 

 

Friday, March 23rd 
  

12:30pm–5pm registration  [Location: Colket Center lobby] 
  

1:00–2:45  panel sessions 1 

1a/Animals and Justice  [Location: Kime—upstairs] 
  

“Animals and Justice: Exploring Connections though Research in the Community” (panel) 
  Daisy Breneman, James Madison University; Peggy Plass, James Madison University 

Jo Benjamin, Rockingham-Harrisonburg SPCA; Lauren Dameron, James Madison University 
Paige Camlin, James Madison University 

  

1b/Philosophical and Religious Challenges to Common Views of Animals  
[Location: Patterson—main floor] 

  

 “The Rational Animal[s]” 
  Jasmine Baskerville, Christopher Newport University 

“The Cognition of Animals: Why Descartes was Wrong” 
  Haley Reynolds, Christopher Newport University 

“Et tu, Descartes: A Brute Amongst Brutes” 
Christopher Gabro, Christopher Newport University 

“Birds, Beasts, and the Burning House: Animal imagery in Chapter 3 of the Lotus Sūtra” 
  John Thompson, Christopher Newport University 

“Eating One Another: Bataille, Marion, Animality, Gift and Givenness” 

  Kip Redick, Christopher Newport University 
 

2:45–3  break 
  

3:00–4:45 panel sessions 2 

2a/Perception and Encounter  [Location: President’s Dining Room—upstairs] 
 Moderator: Mary Denson Moore 
  

“‘Bright Blow to the Brain’:  Annie Dillard’s Animal Contact”  
Sean Keck, St. Lawrence University 

“The Monster in the Outhouse: Sharing Spaces with Spiders” 
  Laura Garrison, Roanoke College 

“Villainy Anthropomorphized: Animated Films and Culture” 
K.C. Clemens, Appalachian State University    

 “The Visionary Cell: Zoos, Bentham’s Panopticon & Spectatorship” 
  Heather Macpherson, University of Rhode Island  

 

4b/Philosophy, Ethics, Law  [Location: Patterson—main floor] 
 Moderator:  
  

“(The) Animort and (the) Muselman: Animality in Derrida and Levi” 
Aaron Neber, New School for Social Research 

“Thinking with Animals” 
Duncan Richter, Virginia Military Institute 

“Culture, Meat, and Market Alienability” 

Andrew Kerr, Georgetown University 
  

1–2:00 LUNCH    [Location: Pickle—main floor]   
Delegates Meeting  [Location: Ramser-Beamer—upstairs] 

  
2–3:45 panel sessions 5 

 5a/What to Do with Wild Animals [Location: Patterson—main floor] 
 Moderator: 

“Annaud’s Two Brothers and the Ethics of Animal Entertainment” 
Hannah Vandegrift, George Mason 

“The Meaning of Wildlife and Livestock in Changing Maasai Livelihoods” 

Amanda Lewis, State University of New York-Geneseo 
“Status of Animals under International Law in the Light of Animal Regulatory Approaches” 

Bushra Tariq, South Asian University 
“Technoscience, Progress and Poison: A Genealogy of ‘Domestic Wild Cats’ in Australasia” 

Garrett Bunyak, Georgia Tech 
  

5b/Animal Art  [Location: Kime—upstairs] 
 Moderator: Tonya Howe 
  

“Feminism through Painterly Protest” 
Dani Salyers, Old Dominion University 

“Feral Arguments” 

Regner Ramos, University of Puerto Rico 
 



 2b/Animality and the Other   [Location: Kime—upstairs]    

 Moderator: Sarah Canfield, Shenandoah University 
  

“Men by the Graves and Mules in the Garden: Black Feminist Nonfiction in the Post-Civil Rights Era” 
Ariel Lawrence, Virginia Commonwealth University 

“A New Eden: Transformative Encounters between Women and Animals” 
Bailey Flannery, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee  

“‘Natural interpreters of an important patois’: Sunaura Taylor, 
Dawn Prince(-Hughes), and the Intersection of Animal Studies and Disability Studies” 
Chris Foss, University of Mary Washington  

  
2c/Taking Concrete Steps   [Location: President’s Dining Room—upstairs] 
  Moderator: Christ Arndt, James Madison University 
  

“Veganism and Socio-Economic Status: An Intersectional Approach to the Anthropocene” 
Alexandria Clarke, University of Virginia 

“In Search of Humanists Who Actually Care: The Alienating Enterprise of Taking Animals Seriously, or  
How to Imagine a More Just and Non-Violent Humanities” 

Cory Shaman, University of Virginia 
 “The Human in the Eyes of a Feminist” 

Pooja Karandikar, University of Virginia 
“The Sad Story of the ‘Beloved’ ‘Foe/Prey’” 

E. Sema Ege, Biruni University 
  

4:45–6  break 
  

6:00 BANQUET  [Location: President’s Dining Room—upstairs] 
  

7:30–9:00 KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
 Steven Wise, “The Struggle of the Nonhuman Rights Project to Attain Fundamental  

Legal Rights for Nonhuman Animals”           [Location: Pickle—main floor] 
  
  

 Steven Wise is founder and president of the Nonhuman Rights Project. He has 
practiced animal protection law for 30 years throughout the US and is the author of 
Rattling the Cage: Toward Legal Rights for Animals and Drawing the Line: Science and the 
Case for Animal Rights. An HBO documentary about his work was released in February 
2017. 

 

Saturday, March 24th 
  

8am–12pm  registration  [Location: Colket Center lobby] 
  

8:00–10:00 continental breakfast          [Location: Pickle—main floor] 
 

9:00–10:45  panel sessions 3 

3a/Literature and Protest  [Location: Patterson—main floor] 
  

 Moderator:  
“Narratives of Compassion: Human-Animal Bonds in Elizabeth Stuart Phelps’s Anti-Vivisection Fiction” 

Emily VanDette, State University of New York-Fredonia 
“The Compassionate Comparative Collection: Beyond the ‘Specimen’ in Archaeozoology” 

Isabelle Cifu, University of Virginia 

 “The Novel and the Apparatus: Thalia Field’s Experimental Animals” 
Ziba Rashidian, Southern Louisiana University 

“Semonides of Amorgos and Animal Women” 

Pamela Flores-Lowry, U. Nacional de Mar del Plata 
“A Dog Never Changes: Companion Animal Friendship through Fallout in Role Playing Games” 

Amanda Wroten, Christopher Newport/Old Dominion University  
Christopher Matthiae, Independent Researcher; Christopher Cooper, Norwich University 

  
3b/American Modernism’s Animals         [Location: President’s Dining Room—upstairs] 
 Moderator:  
  

“The Mockingbird Principle: T. S. Eliot’s Avian Poetics from The Waste Land to Four Quartets” 
Eric Earnhardt, Richard Bland College of William and Mary 

“So Much Depends on Little Cat Feet: Modernism and the Ominous Cat” 
Bryan Salmons, Lincoln University 

“‘But the horses didn’t want it’: Posthuman Premonitions in E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India” 

Karisa Harris-Cleary, James Madison University  
“Animals of the American South: Region, Species, and Oppression in Southern Literature” 

Savannah DiGregorio, Mississippi State University  
  
3c/Sympathy and Mourning  [Location: Kime—upstairs] 
 Moderator: Tonya Howe 
  

“Sentimentality and Rationality in Pet-Ownership” 
Adam Kovach, Marymount University 

“Radical Mourning” 
Lindgren Johnson, University of Virginia 

“Reading Humane Literature and Fostering Empathy” 

Barbara Hardy Beierl, Rivier University 
“Tossed off as Trash: Stray Dogs as the Abject” 

Jeanne Dubino, Appalachian State 
 

10:45–11:00  break  
  

11:00–12:45  panel sessions 4 

4a/Animals and Religion  [Location: Kime—upstairs] 
 Moderator:  
  

“Tourniquet’s ‘Ark of Suffering’: Christian Metal and Evangelical Animal Liberation Theology” 
Zachary Ingle, Roanoke College 

“The Serpent as Antichrist” 
Shawn McAvoy, Patrick Henry Community College  

“Religion and Animals in Zimbabwe: Lessons for Christians from Traditional Practices”’ 

Robert Matikiti, Christ College of Zimbabwe 
“Abrahamic Religions and Care for Animals” 

Casey Akers, Shenandoah University 


